UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, commends the Government of Qatar and the President of the General Assembly and for organizing this meeting which is an important contribution to the efforts of the international community to support developing countries to achieve the internationally agreed development goals.
 Nearly 13 years ago, the Governments of the world meeting in Cairo at the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) recognized the critical inter-relationships between all the major United Nations conferences and summits.  Governments then rightly determined that the comprehensive and inter-related recommendations “will collectively address the critical challenges and inter-relationships between population and sustained economic growth in the context of sustainable development”.

In many cases, the global efforts to support developing countries, both in terms of policy and funding, continue to fall short of that comprehensive vision. It is our hope that the discussions over the next two days will pay particular attention to the need to look at all the MDGs as an integrated and coherent agenda.
Take the example of achieving universal access to primary education. The ICPD Key Actions focus on eliminating the gender gap in primary and secondary education is key to achieving gender equality, equity and empowerment of women. On the other hand, investing in the reproductive health and economic opportunities of women and girls has immediate, longer term and inter-generational payoffs.  Such investments are critical and synergistic elements in the development of the human capital of women and by extension of their children.  The East Asian economic miracle of unprecedented growth from 1965 to 1990 offers an example of how these elements can work together. The daughters of educated mothers attended and stayed in school, translating into higher immunization rates and better nutrition for their children and leading to increased enrolment and better school performance. In short, it takes more than funding.
Obviously, funding is absolutely critical.

Apart from the still unrealized potential of trade due to the failure so far to complete the Doha Development Round, significant funding gaps exist, especially in the areas related to development of human capital.  For instance, the proportion of total population assistance for family planning services declined from 55% in 1995 to 9% in 2004. Yet the poorest countries have the most pressing challenges for family planning.

The increasing volume of funding also presents a deceptive picture, as some speakers earlier elaborated on in detail.  In 1995 when UNFPA began to monitor expenditures by ICPD population categories, funding for STDs/HIV/AIDS accounted for 9% of population assistance; by 2004 it accounted for 56%, a dramatic increase over the estimated 2005 ICPD target of 8%.  So while the volume of resources has gone up, it is skewed towards some areas, such as HIV/AIDS, with other vital areas of investment in health and the social sector receiving relatively less investments. More significantly, funding for all the categories still falls short.   
The point here is unless we invest strategically in reproductive health, women and young people, the priority investments needed for developing human capital will continue to be sidelined or under-financed as we respond to the increasing costs of preventable diseases or live with diminished potential of huge numbers of individuals and their families from reproductive health-related illness or mortality.
Strategic partnerships should be seen as a key component of effective financing. In UNFPA’s State of World Population report of 2005, it was observed that, while national development policies increasingly place gender equality at the forefront of poverty eradication efforts, the gap between policy and practice remains wide. Stronger and more strategic partnerships of governments, civil society, the private sector, donors and the UN system would be required to ensure the coherence needed to ensure that financing and effective social investments reinforce each other for the achievement of the development goals. 
We cannot afford to ignore the lessons of development failure again. The costs of failure in today’s globalized world will be much higher than the investments needed for success. We have a responsibility to do it right.  
